Psychiatry Update, vol 2 L Grinspoon (ed) pp 604 US$45.00 Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Press 1983 When the American Psychiatric Association published DSM-III in 1980 it made a huge and unexpected profit, which convinced the association's officers that they should be making a more systematic attempt to capitalize on their unique advantages in the field of psychiatric publishing. For they possessed two great assets which no commercial house could rival: a vast membership eager for authoritative and up-to-date information in a more condensed and accessible form than an endless avalanche of journal articles; and the presence within that membership of experts on a wide range of topics who might be persuaded to write authoritative reviews free of charge. So American Psychiatric Press Inc came into being, and the first of what was planned as an annual series of review volumes, 'Psychiatry 1982', was published. 'Psychiatry Update, vol 2' is the next volume in the series and, despite the change of title, the format, the editor (Lester Grinspoon) and the general aims remain unchanged.
'Psychiatry 1982' was a review, not of all the supposedly important 'advances' of the previous twelve months, but of contemporary knowledge and opinion in five areasschizophrenia, childhood depression, sexual disorders, forensic psychiatry, and borderline personality disorders. This second volume, with its more appropriate title, provides a comprehensive review of five new topics, each with its own 'preceptor' -psychoanalysis (Arnold Cooper), geriatric psychiatry (Ewald Busse), family psychiatry (Henry Grunebaum), bipolar illness (Paula Clayton) and depressive disorders (Gerald Klerman). Like most APA publications, it is beautifully produced and the general standard of its thirty chapters is high. But for my taste there is too much detailed factual informationthe depressive disorders section alone has 700 referencesand not enough explanation and commentary. Certainly, several chapters convinced me of their author's erudition more effectively than they improved my own understanding. Even so, this series is a big improvement on the usual mind-numbing annual review, and likely to prove both useful to its readers and profitable to its sponsors.
R E KENDELL

Professor of Psychiatry University of Edinburgh
Viral and Immunological Diseases in Nonhuman Primates (Monographs in Primatology, vol 2) S S Kalter (ed) pp 265 £23.00 New York: Alan R Liss 1983 Recognition of the phylogenetic relationship of monkeys and apes to the human has helped to make these animals particularly relevant in biological research. Historically, laboratory primates have been imported from their native countries with significant mortality in transit. The imposition of trade restrictions has stimulated increased efforts to produce purpose-bred research monkeys. Perhaps the most exciting result has been the improved quality and degree of definition of the research monkey.
In the light of this background, the.Southwest Foundation for Research and Education chose to organize a symposium on the use of nonhuman primates in the study of viral and immunological disease. This book contains the proceedings and consists of thirteen lengthy reports and reviews in addition to twelve short reports on specific areas of interest. Throughout the book the point is constantly made that, for many human diseases, the appropriate primate provides the only relevant experimental model. It is perhaps a pity for British workers that the review of the marmoset as a model for clinical and basic immunology concerns itself largely with the Saguinus species as opposed to the Callithrix species, the latter being more popular, and therefore frequently available in this country.
This book is the second in a series of monographs intended to review particular areas of primate research. The first, concerning itself with cardiovascular diseases, has been extremely well received and I feel that this current text will follow suit. In its review of spontaneouslyoccurring diseases, it should be of interest to all personnel responsible for the care of primate colonies. In its more specific reviews of particular diseases or aspects of research, it has usefully drawn together current knowledge. Whilst it may encourage the use of primates in biomedical research, this will always be limited by availability and cost. Consideration of the former should be the responsibility of all research workers who should include the impact on conservation of a species in their selection of an appropriate animal model for their proposed research projects. This is the third edition of a book that sets out to give an account of tests considered useful in diagnosis and clinical care of patients with bleeding or thrombosis. In effect it is the laboratory teaching manual of the Kansas City Hemostasis Unit. The first two chapters give standard accounts of the physiology and pathology of haemostasis. After a chapter on general principles of coagulation laboratory testing and one on the bleeding time, there are chapters on platelets, the intrinsic pathway, the extrinsic pathway, fibrin formation, and fibrinolysis. These are the thick, weighty parts, and are followed appropriately enough by short, lightweight chapters on hypercoagulability, and on inhibitors. There is an appendix listing equipment and reagents. The practical chapters include detailed instructions for performing tests that are models of clarity. The selection of tests is very similar or identical to those performed in reference haemostasis laboratories in the United Kingdom. An exception to this is a series of photographs of clot observation (clot gazing test?) which is hardly considered a serious test today although possibly useful in the absence of more specific procedures.
No doubt this book will find a ready sale in the North American market as a standard text for the clotting laboratory. In the United Kingdom it will be measured against the very high standard set by Jean Thomson's multi-author 'Blood Coagulation and Haemostasis -A Practical Guide' (Churchill Livingstone), and was found somewhat lacking by this reviewer. Sirridge and Shannon have, by completing the task of writing themselves, achieved a uniform style. But it is a flat, old-fashioned and rather dull treatment of what is, in fact, a growing and exciting subject. I would therefore not recommend this book very highly to readers outside the USA, in preference to that by Thomson (op. cit.) . The book is well produced, although one or two of the scanning electronmicrographs are not as sharp as might be expected. Considering, however, that the histological specimens were taken at bronchoscopy, the quality is good.
The book does, however, appear to lack direction. It is not clear who it is aimed at. Some of the text is simplistic, perhaps aimed at medical students (e.g., 'the mucus producing cells are called goblet cells because they are shaped like a wine glass'). However, the detail is much greater than most medical students, or even postgraduate students, would need. Most chest physicians would be familiar with bronchoscopic techniques and appearances, as well as a good deal of the pathological material. On the other hand, there is probably not enough specific detail to give the respiratory pathologist new insights.
The text has been translated from German and, despite an English-speaking co-author, the sentences tend to be complex in structure.
This book might be considered for hospital or medical school libraries for its lavish illustrations and useful diagrams.
MALCOLM GREEN
Consultant Physician Brompton Hospital, London
Present State and Future Needs in General Practice. 6th edn John Fry pp 86 £5.50 Lancaster: MTP Press 1983 (for Royal College of General Practitioners) No one, perhaps, has done more for general practice, whether in his clinical work, his research or in administration and medicopolitical work, than John Fry, so it must be with surprise and disappointment that I admit to a real degree of mystification about the purposes and intended readership for this rather expensive little handbook.
It is written in a style reminiscent of driving over a bumpy road or of being addressed in very clear and simple language by someone who believes that you are deaf. Is it for medical students? 'No longer is general practice carried out by single-handed practitioners working alone and in isolation' though if he reads on to page 79, he will find 'General practitioners tend to work alone and in relative isolation . . .' Is it mainly
